QQ2	ONE  WORLD :   TWO  WARS
Mr. Matheson did not deny the accuracy of the reports. He said
that he had come to Japan to familiarize himself with conditions
in the Far East and that he had not wished to talk to the press, but
that it had been very difficult to avoid the importunities of the
newspaper men who approached him. He said that he recognized
the justice of my attitude, that he was extremely sorry for what he
had done, that he had not fully appreciated the considerations which
I had set forth to him, and that he would make no further public
statements in future.
SECOND THOUGHTS ON JAPAN'S ADHERENCE
TO THE AXIS
November i, 1940
In the light of fast-moving developments I scarcely dare read back
in the diary nowadays because of its many inconsistencies which
show it up for the patchwork sort of day-to-day scribbling it is. At
least it shows our thoughts and our information, some of it reliable
and some of it wholly unreliable, at any given moment—the moment
of writing. It shows how often we are groping and fumbling in the
dark. Less and less are we able to know what is going on behind the
scenes, simply because many of our reliable contacts are no longer
available and also because, even behind the sceness the right hand
often doesn't know what the left hand is doing. It is painful now to
see that even as late as August I wrote that the Japanese Government
was getting fed up with the Germans in their efforts to embroil Japan
•with the United States.
Many members of the Government, and probably the majority of
Japanese out of the Government, were decidedly fed up. Yet a
month later the Japanese had let the Germans draw them into the
Tripartite Alliance for the specific purpose on the part of the Germans
of getting Japan and the United States into eventual war. The
pro-Axis Shiratori faction had won. The opinion was also expressed
that Matsuoka genuinely desired to bring about better relations
with the United States and that he would do what he found it possible
to do in that direction. Yes, he certainly desires better relations
with the United States, but he desires them on the basis of our first
giving up our rightful stake in the Far East. On that basis we can
enjoy a most agreeable friendship. When the Konoye Government
came in, with Matsuoka and Ohashi and Shiratori on board, we
were given an undeveloped photograph negative, the general type of
which we knew in advance but not the precise outline of the picture
that would appear. Now the negative is* pretty well developed,
the picture is taking shape, and it is not the sort of picture to afford
complacency with regard to the future relations between Japan and
the United States.
Now that the Tripartite Alliance has been concluded, we can no
longer regard and treat with Japan as an individual nation. She

